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 Scheduling and Conducting of Virtual Criminal Case Management 
Appearances (Published August 20, 2020) 

This Notice outlines how virtual criminal case management appearances will be conducted. 

The Ontario Court of Justice is implementing virtual criminal case management courts, in which criminal case 

management appearances will be conducted by videoconference or audioconference. On Monday August 

10, 2020, a virtual criminal case management court pilot was launched in Ottawa and Kitchener. Province-

wide implementation of virtual criminal case management courts will occur in stages over the next several 

weeks. The first stage of province-wide implementation begins on August 24, 2020. 

Further information about criminal proceedings in the Ontario Court of Justice, including the definition of 

"case management appearances", is available in the COVID-19: Notice to Counsel and the Public re: 

Criminal Matters in the Ontario Court of Justice. 

Please continue to check the Ontario Court of Justice website for updates. 

Note: The automatic adjournment of criminal case management appearances due to the COVID-19 

pandemic has resulted in large dockets. In addition, it will likely take all participants some time to adapt to 

the new procedures and technology involved in conducting these appearances using remote technology. 

The Court encourages and appreciates the cooperation and patience of all participants, particularly at the 

beginning of this initiative. The Court will revise and refine the procedures for these virtual case 

management courts, as appropriate, based on feedback and as court operations continue to evolve in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

1) Implementation of Criminal Case Management Courts

Set out below is a list of court locations that have implemented virtual criminal case management courts or 

whose implementation dates have been confirmed: 

Court location(§.). Date 

Kitchener, Ottawa August10,2020 

Cayuga, Goderich, Guelph, L'Orignal, Orangeville, Pembroke, Stratford, August24,2020 

Simcoe, St. Thomas, Windsor, Woodstock 

Oshawa, Timmins, Thunder Bay, Toronto East/1911 Eglinton August 31, 2020 

This list will be updated regularly as virtual case management court are implemented in additional locations. 

Case management appearances include a "first appearance" and matters scheduled "to be spoken to" or to 

"set a date". They do not include trials, preliminary hearings, guilty pleas or sentencings. A description of the 










